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Mint of the United States at Philadelphia, 
Melting and Refining Department, 
Philadelphia, 

February 26, 1886 


Sir, 


I regret that it becomes my painful duty to refer to the Omaha Fine Silver Bars, received 
11th February, weighing 27,283.00 oz. gross. Among these was a bar, stamped No. 27424, 
whose Philada. Assay No. = 1225, and weighing by invoice 1041.50 oz. When melted on 25 
Febr. it disclosed the pieces of a broken cast-iron vessel, which weighed together 44 30/100 oz. 
(= 0.998 fine 44.21 + 1.02 4 =$45.20 ) On 26 Feb. the Assayer condemned Ingot melt, No. 
8307, at 897 % fine instead of 898 34 which it should have been, the due quantity of Copper 
having been added, supposing the whole bar to have been silver. 


The bar had been cut as usual by the Assayer and assayed at 997 3/4, without disclosing 
the presence of Iron. You may recollect my exhibiting to you, and other members of the Annual 
Assay Commission, an Omaha bar, with a deep hole running to the depth of several inches, with 
an accompanying comment, that any foreign matter, like a piece of iron, might be in such a 
cavity, and not be known until the bar was melted, weighed and assayed. I do not say that this 
was the same bar in which we found the iron, for the hole was too small for the large pieces of 
cast which we found, but it is manifest that it would not be highly improper for us to receive a 
bar with any degree of porosity in it, or with any cavity which we could not thoroughly probe. I 
trust my account may be rectified, at least for the overcharge of cast-iron, which we obtained 
from the silver, and keep on hand subject to your order. 


Very respectfully, 
Jas. C. Booth 
M&R 


Hon. D.M. Fox 
Superintendent. 


